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Completed license application is 
submitted to local Licensing 
Authority (Police Department) 

Interlfie'w with 
Firearms Licensing 

Official, (lO) 

Application 
Information is 

entered into the 
Massachusetts 
Instant Record 
CheCk System 

(r.1iRCS) 

Digital photograph 
taken 

Fingerprints taken 
(new applicants 

only) 

Applicant Name and Date of Birth 
are submitted by the lO to the 
tilassachusetts Department of Criminal background checks Of 

Applicant fingerprints (new applicants) 
or fingerprint tracKing number 

(renewal applicants) are submitted by 
the lO to the Massachusetts Slate 

Police Identification Section (SIS) and 
used to conduct state and national 
fingerprint-based criminal record 

checks 

tvlental Health (DMH) to determine 
if there have been any state 

hospital commitments 

state and national systems are 
conducted by the LO 

Criminal background checks and 
DMH reSUlts are reviewed by the LO 

for eligibility (LTCand FlO card) 
ahd for SUitability (lTC only) 

If~, applicant is notified 'Nith a 
formal denial letter; in certain 

circumstances, the applicant can 
appeal the denial to the Firearms 

Licensing Review Board (FLR8) or 
to the District Court 

License a~)plication is either I-~approved or' denied !Jy the lO 

DC,IIS FRS staff 
revIew the 

background check 
results 

License and PI~'J 
number are 

Issued to applicant 
by the LO 

If ait12rovec,!. the 
application is 

sLtbmitled 
electronically by the 

LO to tile DCJIS 
+
 + 

licenses an, batch 
printed at the DCJIS 
ancf mailed back to +the lO for 

, Issuance 


